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SUBJECT: ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION DEVICE USAGE BY STUDENTS (e.g. Cell 

Phones, PDA’s, Blackberrys, I-Phones) 
 
 
 Student electronic communication devices (e.g. cell phones, PDAs, Blackberrys, I-phones) create a 

convenient medium for child-parent communications and as such are recognized as important for 
personal, transportation, medical, and psychological calls that occur on a regular basis during the non-
instructional day.  Nevertheless, the possession and student use of electronic communication devices 
during the school day has escalated and is undermining the pedagogical mission of the school.  
Electronic communication device calls and messages have been found to increase bullying, cheating, 
and the distribution of explicit information and pornography, creating enormous distractions from 
learning and initiating negative behavioral interactions.  As a result, the Board of Education authorizes 
the administration and staff to confiscate any electronic communication device that is visible during the 
hours of 7:45am through 2:36pm and to return the electronic communication device only to the student’s 
parent/guardian.  The only exception to this policy is when a parent has obtained prior approval for a 
student to carry an electronic communication device from the principal/designee for medical reasons. 

 
 After one initial warning coupled with phone confiscation, the Board of Education endorses a “No 

Tolerance” electronic communication device code to promote safety, security, and discipline in the 
schools.  On the second offense, students who violate the electronic communication device policy will 
be subject to a two-day in-school suspension, followed by a two-day out-of-school suspension for the 
third and five-day out-of-school suspension for each subsequent offense.  In addition, when a violation 
of phone usage results in a confirmed finding of bullying, pornography, cheating, and/or sexual 
harassment, students will be subject to further disciplinary action as outlined in the student code of 
conduct. 
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